Berwickshire & Northumberland
Marine Nature Partnership

Steering Group Meeting
1pm 3rd April 2025

via Teams
1. Welcome and Introductions
Attendees:
Nick Brodin (notes) NB Berwickshire and Northumberland MNP
Anne Brown AB NatureScot
Raffaela Diesel RD Scottish Borders Council
David Feige (Chair) DF Northumberland County Council
Sarah Richardson SR NIFCA
Catherine Scott CS Natural England
Apologies:
Ruairidh Anderson RA Scottish Marine Directorate
Rhiannon Lamb RL MMO
Natalie Stanford-Wallace NW Environment Agency

2. Minutes of the last meetings

The notes from the October 2024 Steering Group were agreed and the actions reviewed.
All actions from the October meeting have been discharged.

3. Partnership Officer Update

A full written update was provided with the papers for the meeting. Topics covered
included:

Championing Coastal Collaboration (3Cs): Work is ongoing with the Durham Heritage
Coast Partnership to draft a coastal habitats restoration framework. A meeting with
representatives of the Historic Environment sector was held on the 19" March to share
the outcomes and activities identified for the natural environment through the 3Cs




process and identify and concerns or opportunities from the historic environment
perspective.

Review of Delivery Plan/Protected Sites Strategies: The Marine Nature Partnership has
received funding from the Natural Capital Team from Natural England input into their
work to scope the potential benefits of Protected Sites Strategies for marine sites. Our
outputs have included:

e Contributing to a stakeholder workshop by NE’s Natural Capital Team on the 4
Decemberin Newcastle

e Areview and update of the Delivery Plan for the Management Scheme.

e Creation of a Story Map for the Coquet to St Mary’s MCZ. This is intended to
provide a non-technical introduction to the site for the public, provide
information about its importance and the pressures which itis under.

Wild Recreation Guide: A short film promoting the messages contained in the Dog
Walking section of the Wild Recreation Guide went live in November and can be viewed
at https://youtu.be/JYATt9iAR60

Citizen Science and Outreach Projects: Our annual Eider Duck Day was held again on
20" March 2025 in conjunction with Space for Shorebirds. The day included a guided
walk at Beadnell and a pop-up event at Amble Harbour. Discussions have been held
with the RSPB, the Northumberland Coast National Landscape and Space for
Shorebirds about additional surveys to gather data about changing distributions of
Eiderin the area surrounding Coquet Island. Trail surveys are likely to start later this
year. Rocky shore monitoring with volunteers from the Northumberland Coast National
Landscape have continued.

Student Bursary Scheme: Our student bursary scheme is now open for applications for
this year.

4. Proposal for additional staff recruitment

DF outlined a proposal to the Steering Group to take on an additional member of staff
on a Fixed Term Appointment to support delivery of the partnership’s work programme.
Costs would come in part from the partnership’s reserves. The focus of the additional
staff member could include:

e MNP communications and administration -maintenance of the MNP’s online
toolkit and web content; production of the quarterly news digest for members;
support with organisation of meetings and events; representing the MNP at
meetings and events

e Citizen Science and data projects — growing and supporting the network of
volunteers involved in rocky shore monitoring; supporting and undertaking Eider
Duck Surveys; promotion of the CoastSnap project; liaising with other citizen


https://youtu.be/JY4Tt9iAR60

science or data-gathering projects to ensure data sharing and improving
recording of key species

e OQOutreach and engagement — promotion and updating of the Wild Recreation
Guide, promotion of key messages around marine INNS and biosecurity,
organisation of annual Eider Duck Day, help with production and/or
commissioning of outreach materials

e Assistance in developing phase 2 of the Coastal Infrastructure Project

e Assistance with development of funding bids

A paper setting out the background to the proposal together with potential costs was
provided to the Steering Group. After discussion, the Steering Group agreed to the
proposal. DF and NB will commence a recruitment exercise with contract length
determined by the existing budget ACTION DF and NB.

5. Partner Updates

Northumberland IFCA: SR reported on the ongoing monitoring of blue mussel beds at
Blyth and Lindisfarne. Declines have continued at both locations and are of great
concern. The annual monitoring report will be written up and placed on the NIFCA
website.

Scottish Borders Council: RD mentioned that there is pressure to develop a gull
management plan to address issues with Herring Gulls at Eyemouth.

NatureScot: AB reported on a recent NatureScot site visit to St Abbs and also noted that
another round of the Scottish Marine Environmental Enhancement Fund (SMEEF) is due
soon.

Natural England: CS reported that she has submitted request for funding to assess the
condition of the shallow inlets and bays feature of the Berwickshire and North

Northumberland Coast SAC. Outcome of this is not yet known. Funding has been
secured to look at the reasons for decline in local Eider populations. This will focus on
modelling and monitoring, including an investigation into Eider food sources and
feeding locations. A separate project is also looking at gull predation of tern species on
the North East coast.

Northumberland County Council: DF updated the group on progress with the North of
Tyne Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS).

6. Partnership 25™ Anniversary celebration

NB noted that 2025 marks the 25" anniversary of the publication of the first
Management Scheme for the Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast EMS and
initiated a discussion about how this should be celebrated.

7. AoB

None



8. Table of actions from meeting and rolled over actions from previous

meeting
Action Who Status
DF and NB will commence a recruitment exercise with contract DF/NB Completed

length determined by the existing budget
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