1. Welcome and Introductions
Attendees:

Nick Brodin NB
Anne Brown AB
lan Clemmett IC
Raffaela Diesel RD
Sarah Richardson SR
Catherine Scott CS
Natalie Stanford-Wallace NW
Apologies:

David Feige DF

2. Minutes of the last meetings

Berwickshire & Northumberland
Marine Nature Partnership

Steering Group Meeting
1pm 24th October 2024

via Teams

Berwickshire and Northumberland MNP

NatureScot

National Trust

Scottish Borders Council
NIFCA

Natural England
Environment Agency

Northumberland County Council

The July meeting of the Steering Group was a special meeting specifically to look at issues
around partnership funding and resourcing and Steering Group membership. The actions
and minutes from the March meeting were not reviewed as part of the agenda. This

meeting therefore reviewed the actions from March and July 2024.

subgroup

Action Who Status
NB to organise a face-to-face meeting on the Steering Group in the|NB Complete
summer to discuss finance and staffing
NB to organise a meeting of the Data, Monitoring and Research .
NB Ongoing




NB will look into increasing the numbers of organisations who

NB
contribute core funding to the Partnership.

NB will look at the existing documents and investigate producing a

NB
locally tailored document

NB will draw up a document summarising the work of the Marine
Nature Partnership which may be suitable for external funding NB
bids and identify potential funders who can be approached.

DF and NB to investigate further what additional staff resources

DF/NB Ongoin
may be needed to help deliver the partnership’s work programme / going

DF will arrange an increase of NB’s working hours up to 0.8FTE DF Ongoing

RL to sound out the Scottish Marine Directive about Steering

) RL Complete
Group representation
NB will speak to Eyemouth Harbour about whether they wish to
. P Y . y NB Complete
continue on the Steering Group
AB will sound out the National Trust for Scotland about potential .
AB Ongoing

Steering Group membership

3. Partnership Officer Update

A full written update was provided with the papers for the meeting. A brief summary of
some of the main points is given below:

Championing Coastal Collaboration (3Cs): A draft coastal habitats restoration plan for the
North East and Berwickshire is currently being drafted based on the outputs from previous
3Cs workshops. The work is being carried out jointly with the Durham Heritage Coast

Partnership.

Protected Sites Strategy: The Environment Act 2021 gives Natural England the discretionary
power to prepare Protected Sites Strategies (PSS) for a range of designated sites, including
Marine Protected Areas. Natural England are currently doing work to scope the potential
benefits of PSS and to understand whether for marine sites the work of existing
partnerships might already fulfil the role required by a PSS. The Marine Nature Partnership
are receiving some funding from the Natural Capital Team from Natural England input into
this work. As part of this the Natural Capital Team will be holding a stakeholder workshop
on the 4™ December in Newcastle, linked to our ongoing review of our Management
Scheme.

Coastal Infrastructure Enhancement Project: The final report for the WEIF-funded Coastal
Infrastructure Enhancement Project has been received. The report has not been widely
disseminated at the moment as the contents have not been discussed with the owner and




managers of coastal infrastructure assets. Work is still needed to review the report and
identify potential interventions which could potentially be taken forward.

Biosecurity Plan/Marine INNS Strategy: The partnership funded a Newcastle University
Summer Internship to examine the network of settlement panels which the University has in
place at a number of harbours and marinas across North East England and Berwickshire. The
monitor has been completed for this year and the intern, Hannah Newnham, has been
asked to give a presentation at the MNP’s Partnership meeting in December.

Citizen Science and Qutreach Work: A short film to promote the ‘Be Nature Aware’ section
of the guide went live in July and can be viewed at

https://youtu.be/adU nwmbbFk?feature=shared . A second film, looking at dog walking,
will be launched later in October.

The Marine Nature Partnership funded a Newcastle University intern, Taz Nazif-Whitestone,
over the summer to review and index video footage from previous University research
projects with the aim of identifying footage which can be used for public engagement or
outreach purposes. As a result of the internship, an image library has been created
containing a wide range of marine habitats and species.

Additional training and survey events for rocky shore monitoring have been held.

CoastSnap posts are now in place at Tweedmouth, Beadnell Bay (Long Nanny) and Amble
(Coquet Estuary), Coldingham Bay, Seaton Sluice and Newbiggin by the Sea.

4. Partner Updates

National Trust: IC reported that it had been a good seabird breeding year on the Farne
Islands with no signs of avian flu. Record numbers of puffins were recorded. The tern colony
at Long Nanny also had a good year, including the successful fledging of 24 ringed plover.
Biosecurity on the Farnes is being review and the National Trust are liaising with users of
Seahouses Harbour. Seal numbers are increasing on the Farnes and surveys are planned this
year if resources are available.

Northumberland IFCA: SR reported that the v-notching scheme for lobster is continuing this

year with 13 releases along the coast. Local fishers are supportive. A review of the NIFCA
netting byelaw is ongoing

Environment Agency: A busy survey with saltmarsh surveys on the Long Nanny Burnr,

Coquet estuary and Aln estuary. Work is being undertaken to join up survey programmes
with those of Natural England and CEFAS. NW and IC will link up over results of the surveys
at Long Nanny ACTION NW and IC

Scottish Borders Council: Close to getting a Nature Networks tool up and running which will

aid the development of nature networks in the SBC area.

NatureScot: Consultation on management measures for each marine protected area is
planned. Details still pending.


https://youtu.be/adU_nwmbbFk?feature=shared

Natural England: The Conservation Advice Package for the Berwick to St Mary’s MCZ is

currently out for consultation. CS has submitted an Expression of Interest to the Species
Recovery Programme for work on Eider. This will progress to a full bid and will look at
reasons for low population recruitment. No condition monitoring of MPA features this year
but bids have been submitted for the coming financial year. A parasites and pathogens
project is ongoing looking at the role of disease as a driver of blue mussel declines in the
North East.

5. Taking forward proposal for artist in residence

NB updated the Steering Group on progress with a potential arts-based project on the
Coquet to St Mary’s MCZ. The proposal is to recruit an artist who would work with local
communities and coastal managers to help raise awareness about the local marine
environment and how it is managed and the links between people and the ocean.
Discussions about this have been held with the Culture Team at Northumberland County
Council and a draft brief produced. This would be a trial of the approach, to learn lessons
about what works well, to assess its effectiveness, and to gather supporting evidence that
can be used in future funding bids (whether for more arts-led activities or for other
engagement work).

The Steering Group approved NB to spend more time on developing the proposal and a
spend from the MNP budget of up to £15K, although it is hoped that the actual spend will be
less than this. NB will also email the Steering Group members not present to check whether
there are no objections to this ACTION NB

6. Annual Partnership meeting - 10" December 2024

NB updated the Steering Group on the preparation for the Marine Nature Partnership’s
annual meeting in December.

7. AoB

AB will send RD the contact details for the Ranger at St Abbs Head NNR ACTION AB

8. Table of actions from meeting and rolled over actions from previous meeting

Action Who Status

NW and IC will link up over results of the saltmarsh surveys at Long | NW and
Nanny IC

NB will email Steering Group members absent from the meeting to
confirm that there are no objections to the artist in residence NB Completed
proposal




Action Who Status

AB will send RD the contact details for the Ranger at St Abbs Head AB

NNR

Rolled over: NB will look into increasing the numbers of .
N . . . NB Ongoing

organisations who contribute core funding to the Partnership.

Rolled over: NB will look at the existing documents and investigate NB Ongo

ngoin

producing a locally tailored document about the value of the MNP gong

Rolled over: NB will draw up a document summarising the work of

the Marine Nature Partnership which may be suitable for external NB Ongoing

funding bids and identify potential funders who can be approached.




