
• Stiff, branching, segmented fronds, coarse to the touch 
• Up to 120 mm high but often much shorter 
• Fronds consist of jointed chain of calcareous (partly composed of calcium carbonate) segments 
• Branches are opposite, resulting in a feather-like appearance 
• Purple, reddish, pink or yellowish in colour, extremities often bleached white. 
• Found mainly in pools 

Corallina officinalis (Coral weed) 

Branching, segmented fronds 

Feather like  
appearance 

• A small red seaweed up to 80 mm in length 
• Tough with flattened fronds 
• Alternate branching, branches become shorter towards the top and broadly rounded 
• Highly variable in size and colouration depending upon its location on the shore 
• Colour ranges from yellow-green to reddish brown 

Osmundea pinnatifida (Pepper dulse) 

Flattened fronds 

Alternate  
branching 

Laurencia obtusa 

• Tall, bushy, often with green or yellow axes and rose pink branchlets 
• 70-150 mm long 
• Fronds are cylindrical and branched spirally which makes a more bushy growth than O. pinnatifida 

(Pepper Dulse) 

Rose-pink branchlets Cylindrical fronds 

RED ALGAE 



• Small red alga (up to 170 mm in length) 
• Fronds are inrolled and channelled with thickened edge and widen from a narrow stipe 
• Mature plants growths of short, stout papillae (reproductive bodies) on the fronds 
• Dark reddish-brown to purple in colour and may be bleached 
• Common name false Irish moss used as it may be confused with Chondrus crispus (Irish moss) 
• The main features separating the two species being the channelled frond and the presence of papillae  

Mastocarpus stellatus (False Irish moss) 
Papillae on fronds 

Fronds widen 
from narrow 

stipe 

Channelled frond 

• Thallus with discoid holdfast 
• Erect fronds arising in short tufts 
• Un-branched stipe gradually expanding into fan-like blade 
• Never inrolled or channelled unlike Mastocarpus stellatus 
• Form highly variable depending on environment. 

Chondrus crispus (Irish moss) 
 

Flat fronds 

Discoid holdfast 

Unbranched stipe 

Lithothamnion sp. (Pink crusts) 

• Calcareous (partly made of calcium carbonate) algae 
• Forms pink/purple crusts on rocks, 2-20 mm thick 
• Grows in circular lobes or patches 
• Pink/purple in colour with white around the edges 
• Frilly edges where edges overlap 
• Surface can be smooth, pitted or knobbly 

Frilly, white edges 

Pink/purple patches 


