PERIWINKLES

Littorina littorea (Common periwinkle)
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« Shell solid, with 5 or 6 whorls White columella

e Spire prominent, pointed up to maximum height of 52 mm

e Spiral ridges which are marked in young animals tend to become obscured in older indi-
viduals, giving the shell a smooth appearance

e Colour ranges from grey-black-brown-red but is generally black or dark grey-brown,
often lighter towards the apex, and is usually patterned with spiral darker lines

e Columella (central axis of the shell) is white

e Outer lip of aperture joins body whorl at tangent, this is different to Littorina saxatilis

e Inner lip of shell is thick

Littorina saxatilis (Rough periwinkle)
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e A plump shell with 4-5 whorls and deep grooves

e The shell can grow to approx. 18 mm high and 14 mm wide

e The aperture (opening) of the shell is large, rounded and has a slight lip

e The throat of the shell is darker than the outer shell surface

e Outer lip joins body whorl at right angle, which is different to Littorina littorea



Melarhaphe neritoides (Small periwinkle)
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e Upto 0.9 cmin height

e High pointed spire and flat sides

e Shell resembles grape pip

e Teardrop shaped aperture

e Dark bluish to blackish brown in colour

¢ Found high on the rocky shore in cracks and crevices, often a few metres above high water

Littorina obtusata (Common flat periwinkle)
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e A small periwinkle (up to 15 mm in height)

e It has a flattened spire and rounded aperture (shell opening)

e The last whorl makes up about 90% of the height of the shell

e The shell appears smooth

e It is highly variable in colour (from olive green to yellow to banded and chequered patterns) depending
on its habitat, with lighter shells being found in more sheltered shores

e It may be confused with Littorina fabalis in which the aperture is larger than the body whorl and the spire

is even flatter

Littorina fabalis (Flat periwinkle)
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e Up to approximately 12 mm in height

e Variable colour

e Has alarge drop-shaped aperture which is often larger than its body whorl; this can help to differenti-
ate it from Littorina obtusata

e The spire is flatter than Littorina obtusata



