
INVASIVE NON-NATIVE SPECIES 

Eriocheir sinensis (Chinese mitten crab) 

 Adult chela (claw) has distinctive setal mats (mittens) on both inner and outer surface 
 They are large crustaceans that can reach up to 84mm in carapace width 
 Carapace (shell) is squarish 
 There are four distinct sharp lobes between the eyes on the frontal carapace 
 Lateral carapace margin has four teeth 
 Males have a slender abdomen whilst females have a broad abdomen to protect eggs 
 Often found in estuaries 

Crepidula fornicata (Slipper Limpets) 

 They are commonly found in curved chains of up to 12 animals 
 Colouration can be varied, white, cream, yellow or pinkish 
 Shell is oval and up to 5cm in length 
 Spire is set posteriorly 
 Shell slightly curled dextrally 
 Shell is smooth with irregular growth lines 
 Aperture is elongate and oval 

Corella eumyota (Orange Tipped Sea Squirt) 

 Corella eumyota is a solitary sea squirt but is highly gregarious often attaches to others 
 It is attached to substratum by right side , causing a “slouched” appearance 
 Musculature developed on both sides of the body 
 2-4cm long 
 It has a transparent body 



 Easily distinguishable by their elongate stick-like body form and reduced abdominal appendages 
 Live specimens are orange to red in colour 
 Up to 20mm in length 
 Males are larger than females 
 Antennae 1 longer than antennae 2 
 Can be found on hydroids, bryozoans, tunicates and sometimes associated with S.muticum 

 Dichotomous branching 

Colourless hairs  

 

Sargassum muticum (Japanese Knotweed)  
 

 S. muticum forms dense mats and it is a very distinctive brown seaweed 
 Fronds are often more than 1m in length 
 It is olive-brown in colour 
 Regular alternating branches along the stem 
 Flattened oval blades and spherical gas bladders along the branches 

Caprella mutica (Ghost shrimps) 

 

FEMALE MALE 

Codium fragile 

 Frond is cylindrical with many interwoven branching  
filaments 
 Dichotomously branched 
 Feels spongy and solid 
 Many colourless hairs only seen underwater 
 Disc like holdfast 


