
• Large, ribbon-like species of green seaweed that may reach up to 300 mm in length, 50 
mm width 

• Unbranched thalli with a frilled edge 
• Thallus width greatest in the middle 
• Bright green colouration 

Ulva linza 

Ribbon-like thalli with frilled 
edge 

• Simple thalli (fronds) arise from a small disc shaped base 
• Light to dark grass-green in colour. 
• Thallus are inflated irregularly constricted, tubular fronds 
• Fronds increase in width from base to mid thallus 
• Mature specimens, are 'crisped' and irregularly inflated 
• Thalli typically unbranched 
 

Ulva intestinalis (Gutweed) 

Tubular fronds 

EPHEMERAL GREEN ALGAE 

Ulva lactuca (Sea Lettuce) 

• Large flattened fronds 
• Green to dark green in colour 
• Attached by a disc like holdfast 
• Usually 100mm in length but can grow to 300mm or more 
• Can sometimes appear bleached and or ends may be white in colour 



Blidingia minima 

• Fine, branched or unbranched, hollow green tubes 
• Up to 50 mm long 
• Groups of tubes arise from the raised centre of a small flattened disc-shaped holdfast 

that is attached to the rock 
 

Fine, hollow green tubes 

• Small erect, and filamentous light green algae up to 2.5 mm long 
• Fixed to the substrate by a delicate discoid holdfast  
• Tubular filaments are hollow 

 Blidingia marginata 

Hollow, tubular filaments 

Prasiola stipitata 

• P. stipitata has a very thin, membranous frond 
• It can be up to 10mm in length 
• The frond itself can be wedge shaped or oval  
• The stipe can be half as long as the frond 
• This species is usually very dark green in colour 


