Volunteer Survey: Sessile Animals

Recording sessile animals
Mytilus spp

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Record at three shore heights (see how to survey the shore) along the length of a 30m
transect tape.

Use one recording sheet per transect

Attempt each transect three times at each site in each shore height (e.g. three
transects in the high, mid and low)

Lay the 30m transect tape in your chosen shore height, parallel to the sea

Record 5 replicate 0.5 x0.5m quadrats per transect

Quadrats should be placed at random intervals along the transect tape, always move
forwards, never go back on yourself

Record percentage cover of your chosen species

If boulders present record both on top and overturn boulders to look underneath
Record percentage cover of ‘other’ algal turf species

Record percentage cover of ‘other’ algal canopy (>15cm length)

Record percentage cover of pink crusts

Record percentage cover of bare rock

Note if on bedrock Br, boulder Bo or cobble C

In each quadrat the maximum length and width of first 50 individual Mytilus spp

should be measured. This should be done in a sub-section 10cm x 10cm per quadrat.
This will require destructive sampling, a judgement will be made on the day with
regards to the overall abundance of this species and whether to conduct this
destructive sampling. Record the length / width of each individual on the recording

sheet supplied.




