
Volunteer Survey: Mobile Animals Quadrat 

Survey 

 
Recording mobile animals  

Littorina littorea and Nucella lapillus 

 
1. Record at three shore heights (see how to survey the shore) along the length of a 

30m transect tape.  

2. Use one recording sheet per transect 

3. Attempt each transect three times at each site in each shore height (e.g. three 

transects in the high, mid and low) 

4. Lay the 30m transect tape in your chosen shore height, parallel to the sea 

5. Record 5 replicate 0.5 x0.5m quadrats per transect 

6. Quadrats should be placed at random intervals along the transect tape, always 

move forwards, never go back on yourself 

7. Record total number of your chosen species in each quadrat.  

8. Move any algal canopy aside to search underneath. 

9. If boulders present record both on top and overturn boulders to look underneath  

10. Record percentage cover of ‘other’ algal turf species 

11. Record percentage cover of ‘other’ brown canopy (>15cm length) 

12. Record percentage cover of pink crusts  

13. Record percentage cover of bare rock           

14. Note if on bedrock Br, boulder Bo or cobble C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Volunteer Survey: Mobile Animals Timed Search 
 

 

1. Conduct a timed search in cryptic habitats (Cryptic habitats include crevices in and 

around the rocks, this area will be shown to you on each shore). 

a. Spend 2 minutes searching the cryptic habitat for your chosen species (L. 

littorea / N. lapillus).  

b. Note the shore height that you are working in: high, mid, low 

c. Make sure to search around boulders and under overhangs, and in rock pools, 

crevices and gullies.  

d. Collect any periwinkles found into a bucket.  

e. Measure each individual using callipers.  

f. Measurements should be taken along the length of the periwinkle from the 

apex of the shell to the underside.  

g. Return all periwinkle to the area searched. Do this five times.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Littorina littorea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nucella lapillus 


