
Volunteer Survey: Macroalgae 
 

 

Recording seaweeds = macroalgae  

Green ephemerals and Osmundia pinnatifida 

 

1. Record at three shore heights (see how to survey the shore) along the length of a 30m 

transect tape.  

2. Use one recording sheet per transect 

3. Attempt each transect three times at each site in each shore height (e.g. three 

transects in the high, mid and low) 

4. Lay the 30m transect tape in your chosen shore height, parallel to the sea 

5. Record 5 replicate 0.5 x0.5m quadrats per transect 

6. Quadrats should be placed at random intervals along the transect tape, always move 

forwards, never go back on yourself 

7. Record percentage cover of your chosen species  

8. Ensure you look first at overall visible cover, and then move any canopy aside to search 

underneath. 

9. Record percentage cover of ‘other’ algal canopy (>15cm length) 

10. Record percentage cover of ‘other’ algal turf species (<15cm length) 

11. Record percentage cover of pink crusts 

12. Record percentage cover of bare rock 

13. Note if on bedrock Br, boulder Bo or cobble C 

14. Only record seaweeds that are attached to the rock, not seaweed that has been 

carried in by the tide and is not attached to any substrate 

 

 

  
Green Ephemeral Algae             Osmundia pinnatifida 


