
Volunteer Surveys 

 
How you should survey the shore 

 
To carry out a targeted indicator survey on the rocky shore we ‘stratify’ our shore by height. 

This is because different organisms live in different zone’s of the shore. We would like you to 

stratify your survey by high, mid and low shore and carry out five replicate quadrats in each 

of these shore heights for the different types of surveys that you have chosen to conduct 

(Figure 1). This applies to the following types of survey: Macroalgae, Mobile animals and 

Sessile animals. If you have chosen to look for Invasive Non-Native Species by doing a Timed 

Search please only look in the low shore area.  
 

 

 

Figure 1. Diagram of the survey methods 

 

To make sure that you are in the right shore zone your survey leader will help to point out 

some key features on your first couple of surveys that will help you to identify these zones. 

The best way to learn about these zones is to see them first hand but as a reminder this is 

summarised in figure 2.    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 – Common species to denote the different zones of the shore 

 


